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Under the Nigeria Data Protection Act
2023 and the General Application and
 Implementation Directive 2025, the
greatest regulatory risk often isn't the
breach itself, but how you respond to it.

In today’s digital environment, data breaches are an
operational reality. It could be the result of a sophisticated
cyber-attack or an email sent to the wrong person. It is
Important to note, however, that our data privacy law does
not penalise organisations simply for being victims of a
personal data breach.

The Real Risk

Regulatory exposure typically arises from a failure in
accountability. If you cannot demonstrate robust technical
and organisational safeguards, a proactive response, and
compliance with reporting obligations, the Nigeria Data
Protection Commission (“NDPC"”) may view the incident as
a broader governance failure.
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. Tra'nSparent. AF nefjﬂc te t_f‘-"“ Csheul'd move %
beyond the ‘what’ to address the Impact and your
remediation plan.

Documented: A Personal Data Breach Register should
be maintained to record the facts and rationale for all
Incidents, whether they are deemed reportable or not.

« Structured: Clear escalation lines and incident
management protocols must be established before a
breach occurs.

You should treat breaches as a test of your organisation's
integrity. Do not allow a lack of documentation to turn a
manageable incident into a significant regulatory failure.
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For data privacy-related support, please contact
dpteam@uubo.org.

UUBOQO is a licensed Data Protection Compliance
Organisation. We can assist you with your audit
compliance obligations, preparation and filing of audit
returns, or provision of general information on data

protection.
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