
 



 
 

 

Following recent enforcement trends, the Nigeria Data Protection Commission (NDPC) has 

continued its sector-by-sector regulatory compliance investigations.  On 19 February 2026, the 

NDPC issued a 21-day compliance notice to entities operating within the educational sector in 

Nigeria. This regulatory action targets educational institutions, including universities, polytechnics, 

colleges of education, and other educational institutions that process a significant amount of 

personal data. The affected institutions are required to submit evidence of their compliance with 

their obligations under the Nigeria Data Protection Act 2023 (NDPA) to the NDPC within twenty-one 

(21) days of the compliance notice, that is to say, on or before 11 March 2026.  Specifically, the 

compliance notice requires the educational institutions to submit the following documents: 

 

a. Evidence of the filing of their Compliance Audit Returns; 

b. Evidence of the appointment or designation of a Data Protection Officer (DPO); 

c. A summary of technical and organisational measures implemented to protect the personal 

data that is collected and processed by such institutions; and 

d. Evidence of their registration with the NDPC as Data Controllers or Processors of Major 

Importance (DCPMIs) where applicable. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15ogvGwQYae3uLDPh9ikyc6zxzmgDbx6k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15ogvGwQYae3uLDPh9ikyc6zxzmgDbx6k/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 
This enforcement initiative is likely to have been driven by 
the fact of the large volumes of data these educational 
institutions process. This data includes sensitive personal 
data, or sometimes engaging in processing activities that 
could affect vulnerable individuals (particularly minors or 
persons below the age of 18 years), and who increasingly 
rely on digital platforms and systems for their operations. 
 
The NDPC has indicated that institutions which fail to 
comply with the notice, or are unable to demonstrate 
adequate data protection practices, may be subject to 
regulatory enforcement actions, including the imposition 
of administrative penalties and fines. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• Educational institutions must immediately initiate a comprehensive 
internal data protection assessment to identify existing compliance 
gaps.  

 

• This process includes a formal determination of the organisation's 
status as a DCPMI and  

 

• a rigorous review of all data governance frameworks, specifically 
focusing on issues such as technical security safeguards, cross-border 
transfers, and third-party processing agreements. 

 
• Furthermore, institutions are required to confirm that all mandatory 

annual data protection compliance audits have been conducted and  
 

• that they comply with the relevant data privacy obligations under the 
NDPA.  

 

• In addition, the affected entities should prioritise submitting their 
response to the NDPC within the 21-day timeframe in order to avoid 
the risk of the imposition of administrative penalties or further 
regulatory enforcement actions. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

UUBO is a licensed Data Protection Compliance Organisation and can assist data controllers and 

processors of their compliance obligations under the NDPA and General Application and 

Implementation Directive, 2025 (“GAID”) including conducting the Compliance Audit Returns, filing 

the compliance returns with the NDPC and responding to regulatory inquiries. If you have any 

questions on the implications of the GAID for you as a data controller and/or a processor or if you 

require any information or assistance with regard to Nigerian data protection laws, please contact 

us at: dpteam@uubo.org 
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This article has been provided by the telecommunication, media, and technology/data protection team at Udo 

Udoma & Belo-Osagie. For more information about our telecommunication, media, and technology/data 

protection practice group offerings, please visit our website at www.uubo.org.   

  

Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for general informational and educational purposes only 

and does not constitute legal, financial, or investment advice. 
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